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GITY BURNING

.

Disastrous Fire 5wecips
Hot Springs.

15,

TWO MILLION DOLLARS

Entire Business Part of the City

Swept Away in a Few
Hours.

THREE PERSONS ARE KILLED

Blook After Block of Business Houses,
Hotels and Other Buildings De-
stroyed An Area of One Acre :
Burned In Five Hours

Hot Bpriogs, Ark, Feb, 25.~Fire
awept the southern portion of this clly
enrly this morning causing losses var-
founly estimated at from one to two
millions of dollars and three deatha
Three ¢harred corpses were found n
the ruins but (t was impossible o
identity ‘the victime. One body Is sup-
posed (o be that of a femals guest at
the Grand Central hotel. The fire
started at 3:20 o'clock thia morning
and In five hours burned over An area
of une square mile.

Rlook after hlook of businens houses
hotels and other bulldings were swept
away. “Among the bulldings destroyed
were the Grand Central hotel, Lee
house, Moody hotel, Platenu house, Co.
lumbia hotel, county court housse, jall
First Methodist church, Jewish syna-
gogue and twenty-fle residences and
stores. The fire started In the Grand
Contru] hotel, and the origin is uncer-
tain, All the guesis had retired for
the night and enly the night clerk and
walchman were on duty when the
flames were discovered,

A mrong north wind was blowing at
the time and before the fire depart-
ment vould reach the scens the flames
had spread rapldly to adjoining bulld-
ings. The firemen and police workel
vallently but thelr efforts Jid  not
check the flamen and to add to the dif-
ficulty, the water pressure gave out at
B o'clook, Bucket brigades were then
formed, oitizens and visltors allks
volunteering thelr services Many
lodging houses and cheap restaurants
werg directly In the path of the fire
and the occupants were hurriedly ap-
pried of the danger. Many In thelr
anxlety  Jumped from windows and
sustained severe brulses and shocks,
At § o'olock the fire had practically
burned itself out and the work of rea-
cuing was begun. In the ruins of the
CGrand Central hotel a churred female
hody was found,

The remalns could not be ldentified,
and as the hotel register and other
records were burned, her name may
never be known, In a lodging house
two wnknown male corpses were din-
covered,

FOOD ANALYSIS.

Laboratory for Pure Food to Be Estab-
lished in Cities.

New York, Feb, 26.—An aasistant to
Dv, H. W. Wiley, chisf of the buroan
of Chemistry of the agricultural de-
partment, has arrived here Lo make an
faspection of the bureau of fool an-
alysin at the appralser’s stores, pre-
paratory to astablishing similar labor-
atories In Boston, New Orleans and
San Prancisco, The New York bureau
was established about six months age
af nn experiment. Under the present
system, lmporters recelve thelr gooda
two or. three days sooner than under
the old mystem,

Gathered to His Father.

New York, Feb. 26.—The “Halrlest
Lion In the world,"” which was presant-
ed to the New York smoological gardens
in the Bronx in ths name of hia litle
daughter Margaret and at her request
by Andrew Carnegle, has been gath-
ered to his fathera. The majestic
beast, which was one of the largest In

onptivity, is dead after an ilinesa of

thres days. The pueumonia following

L]

i ¢old he contracted In the early part
of the week wans the cause, Everything
that sclence could  do to save the anl-
mal was done and he took the medl-
clpes given him, bul to no avall,

JAPS WIN FIGHT,
Japanese Capturs a Hill and Defeat
the Russians.

Tuinkhetchen, Feb. 26.—The Japan-
ose Beresmnsff hill today, which devel-
oped Into an encounter of a most san-
gulnary nature, The Japanese Were
pressing forward with a bayonet
charge and recelved a pyro'ylyn hand
grenades or were blown up by burried
mines. Japanese machine guns which
took position to support the advance
columns, were silencell for & time and
beaten back. The Japanese came on
with greatey resolution, however, and
the Rusaiaris fnally ylelded the hill
in the face of greatly superior num-
bers,
. Pelated reports of the attuck of the
Russians &t Teinkhetchen does not
satigfy the ourlosity of the publlc as
to what I8 going on in Manchuria, but
military authorities explain that the
Japaness were probably only attempt-
ing to farce in the Russlan advanced
position, ‘The Associated Press dis-
pateh from “Talnkhetchen weére Inter-
rupted &4 the interaating point and
can not give losses or final resulta of
the battle but it s evilent that both
siden lost heavily.
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JAPAN DENIES IT. '
| ——
Is Not Buing for Peace and Not Anx-
lous for It

Washington, Feb. 26.—~Japan, through
bher minister at Wasbington lhﬂil-lﬂ_.'o}
Iy denlos all repgrts that ahe in suipg
for peacs or thumrutoluultl-"
kado's ropreseniatives could be pow-
sibly so construced The ministen
adds, that all peace talk was not cre-
ated jn Japan, but emanates from some
other Tand. Tt Is Jeclared that Japas
has made all arrangements to continue
the war for another year

COMMISSION BILL

Railway Commission Bill Passes
Olympia House.

——

NOW GOES TO THE SENATE

L]

The Bill Creates an Appointive Raill-
way Commission of Three Members
Giving Governor Power to Ap-
point and Remave,

Olympls, Feb, 26.—The house today
passed the house substitute rallway
comminssion bill and It was ordered Im-
mediately tranmmitted to the senate.
The bill as passed creates un appoint-
ive commission of three members, glv-
ing the governor absolute power Lo ap-
point and remove members,

It invests the commission with power
to Institute Inquiries and fix the rates
and establish the amount of demer-
rage. It gives elther party the right
to appeal the courts from the findings
of the commission and places the bur-
den of proof on the rallroad compantes,
It Includes express companies in Its
provislons but exsempts Interurban
electric roads, It fixes the penalty for
violating any of its provisions at from
$160 to §20400,

GAMES ARE CLOSED,

Officers Close All Gambling Games at
Aberdeen.

Aberdeen, Feb. 36.—8centing the fact
that mimbling was prevalent In the
oity, Mayor Lindstrom has orderad all
the jolnts closed. An alr of mystery
surrounded conditions, some stoutly
denying that the jointe wore In oper-
ation, others having good evidence that
gnmbling was being carrled on. Bav-
eral counclimen went to the mayor
with an affirmative story and the
mayor promptly went to teh saloon-
men and gamblers and gave them
strict orders for discontinuance of the
evil

Fought a Draw.
Philadelphia, Feb, 24.—Abe Attell
and Bddle Hanlon, both of Bun Fran-
cimop, fought a msix.-round dJdraw to-

night.
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ENGLAND WINS

North Sea Decision Gocs
Against Russia.

—_———

SOFT SOAP FOR LOSER

Report Implies Cruelty and Bar-
barianism on the Part of
Admiral.

ALL ENGLAND IS REJOICING

e o
'

The International Commission Presents
Unanimous Report in Effect That
Russia Was Not Justified in
Firing on English Boats.

Paris, Feb, 25.—The luternational
commission on the North sea Incldent
finds that “the opening of fire by Ad-
miral Rojestvensky was not justified.
The decision was publicly announced
today. It sets forth at length the ch-
cumstances and incidents and gives
the opinion of the admirals on the vars
jous Important points Involved,

The Jdecislon says that delay of toe
Russlan ' transport Kamtchatka, fol-
lowing the breaking down of her ma-
chinery, wans perhaps the cause of the
Incident. The commander of the Kam-
rehathon” signatled- tor Admiral Rojests
vensky durlng the ¢vening that he be-
lleved that he was altacked and gave
orders for strict vigllance sgalnst the
possible approach of the torpedo boats
The muajority of the commission con-
siders that Admiral Rojestvensky's or-
ders were not excessive In time of
war, particularly under the clrcum-
stances,

The commission, the decision says,
recognise unanimously that the fish-
Ing fleet committee no hostlle act and
the majority of the commisslon being
of the opinion that thers were not.
elther among the fshing boats or In
their vicinity, any torpedo boats, the
opening of fire by Admiral Rojestven-
sky was not justified. The declsion
further says the Russian commission-
er did not share in the latter opinion

The commiss!on is unanimous under
the clrcumstances preceding and fol-
lowing the Incident that there - was
such uncertalnty concerning the dan-
ger to the squadron to warrant Ad-
miral Rojestvensky in continuing his
route. However, the majority regret
that the admiral did not Inform the
nelghboring powers of what had oc-
curred.

The general Impression prévalls that
the decislon was In the natuer of a
compromise as the majority approved
the British contention that no torpedo
boats attacked Admiral Rojestvensky's
squudron and that, therefore, his open-
ing fire was not justified, and as the
majority also approved the Russian
contention that Admiral Rojestvensky
acled according to his bellef, even
though mistaken.

London, Feb, 26, —The foreign ofce
récelved the findings of the North sea
commisklion  with appurent equanam-
Ity, but declined to glve out any offi-
clal expresaion of opinion thereon. The
Andings were recelved In London with
every sign of grotification, which was
all the more marked because of the
prémature reports that the Jdecision ot
the admirals hud been of antl-British
churncter. The whole report here Is
regarded na discreding the Ruassian
case. The definite report of the ad-
mirnls that ng,torpedo boats were at
the scéne of the Inoldent gives con-
siderable satisfaction,

AFFAIRS UNSETTLED.

First Train on IVenna Railroad Ar-
rives at Warsaw.

New York, Feb, 26~—As to reports
of Japanese military activity In North-
ern Koren, the Herald's correspondent
at Genaan oables:

“Iransports are arviving dally with
muterials for fortifications whicti are
being rapidly constructed on the Nak-
imhoft peninsula. Meanwhile the Jap-

aneee have announced the occupation
" 3
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of three Islands In the harbor en
trance for military purposes.

“A Japaness floet, escorting two
transports with land fortifications and
the workmen on board has appeared
off the Nukimoff peninsula, which
forms Port Lazareff and commands the
approaches to Gensan.

“Harbor fortifications are being rap-
ldly constructed there,

“This peninsuly offers an excellent
wheltered naval base from which to
ocontro] the sea of Japan. Military tele-
graph linea are being rapldly strung
through the territory to the north, re-
cently evacunted by Russian oltposte.'”

RUBSIANS ROUTED.

Threg Hundred Russians Routed After
Bharp Engagement.

Nieuchwang, Feb, 25, via Tlentsin,
10 &, m.~It Is announced that a cav-
alry detachment of 200 Russians was
routad at Liuchiawopu, 14 miles south-
west of Hsinminghton on the even-
ing of February 23. The Russians
seattered in the direction of Hsinmin-
tun.

Ieachwang s full of rumors of an
impending battle upon the Hun river.
The unusually warm  weather will
probably lead to active military opera-
tions, About three hundred Russians
werg again reported at a small vil-
lage north of Niuchiatun on the night
of February 23, crossing the Liao
river, -

This morning forelgners reslding
here were warned not to venture on
the west bank of the Lino river, owing
to the activity of scouting parties on
both sides. Russian agents clothed as
Chinese are everywhere,

Fell From Window.

Ban Franclsco, Feb, 26.—James H.
Buchanan, aged 45, has met his death
by falling from the second story win-
dow of his lodging house to the side-
walk, a distance of 40 feetl. His neck
was broken and skull fractured. The
decensed has, it I sald, two chlidren
residing ot Seattle, Wash,

AFFAIRS UNSETTLED
Strike Throughout Russia Still

Coutinues.

SCHOOLS PRACTICALLY QuIT

First Train on Vienna Rallroad Ar-
rived at Warsaw Bringing 300 Pas-
songers, But Railway Men Are
Joining the Strikers.

————

Warsaw, Feb. 26.—The first train for
three days on the Vienna rallroad ar-
rived here today at noon, bringing 300
passengers. The trains are running
tonight, although the lockout on the
Vistula lines continue., Resumption of
rallway traffle, however, offset by &
walkout of street rallway employes this
afternoon. The men demanded eight
Instend of sixteen hours as a day's
work and an ineregse of 60 over cent
In wages.

All the normal school puplis and
thosse of Warsaw conservatory and
Lods Commercial college discontinged
thelr studles today,

8t, Petersburg, Feb. 30.—The strest
sales of the Russ were suspended to-
day on account of an article of Frie
day reciting the conditions of Russin
and asking whether they ware an In-
dicatlon of the existence of the gov.
ernment,

According to well grounded reporis,
Minister of Finance Kokovsoff will
poon leave the emperor's cahinet and
be succeeded by Mr. Roucnloff, a form-
er nssistant to President of the Coun-
cll Witte and a strong supporter of
thit statesman. The Russ prints a
Jeflnits statement tha: it has hesn des
vided not to call the zemsky sobor, but
this is denled In other guarters,

Congratulates Commission.

Parls, FPeb, 25.—The. Flgaro, com-
menting on the decision of the North
mes  comaomission  congratulates the
commissioners on thelr impartial ver-
dict. Temps criticlses the report as
fllogleal, It recognises the task as
deligate and complicated by lack of
precedent, The fact that It stopped
two nationa from golng to war, how-
ever, |18 suflclent cause for the appre-

clation of.arbitration.

ELEGTS ADAMS

Governor Contest in Colo-
rado Settled. -

COMMITTEE T0 REPORT

Investigation and Recount of the
Votes.—Frauds Thrown Out
by Committee.

ADAMS IS ELECTED BY 2,760

The Committee Granted Attorneys One
Day More to Complete Briefs, But
Argument Will Not Effect Re-
sult of the Findings.

Detiver, Feb, 25.—The gubernatorial
contest committee today granted the
attorneys on both sides another day to
prepare | thelr briefs,  The attorneys
for Adams practically completed thelr
brief tonight. In it they assert that
conceeding all the claims contended
for by James H. Peabody, Adams still
has a majority of 2670, This summary
is the resuit of the investigation after
all contentions on the past of Peabody
are granted. According to the certi-
flad returns Adams had a majority of

'19774. The loss to Adams if the experts’

report s | ted Is 7014, leaving Ad-
ams o nnmmjnéﬂy of 7760, This ma=]
jority will be increased to 4479 If the
experts’ report on the returns of Lo
Animas and Huerfano countles are ac-
cepted, and will be further increased to
#0566 If all Denver precincts which were
counted, after throwing out all fraudu-
lent votes. There Is no possible chance
for Adams' majority falling below 2670,
it all concessions claimed by Peabody
are grantad, and there is now no doubt
but Adams will be declared elected.

SING THE DOXOLOGY.

Portland Is to Have an Opposition
TelepHone Service.

Portland. Feb. 25.—That Portland
will have another telephone company
seems now more probable than before,
for at its meeting yesterday aftarpoon
the street committee of the coumcil
recommended that the application of
the Empire Construction Company,
through Charles B Sumner, for a tele-
phone franchise be referred to the ex-
ecudlve board for ah adjustment of
rates for the franchise,

This action of the committee proves
that the members are kindly disposed
toward the new company and  will
support the proposition of allowing it
a franchise. Mr, Summer offered to
place $50,000 in & local bank as an as-
surance of good falth on the part of
his company and to give bonds in a
relinble surety company '‘at a latex
date.

INAUGURATION DAY,

Preparatioms Completa for the Inaugu-
ration of Roosevelt.
Washington, Feb, 25.—With the in-
auguration of President Roosevelt only
one week distant, the members of the
inaugural committee bave csased theh
plans and are awalting what hopes to
be the succeasful culmination of thelr
efforta. Unusually large attendance of
inaugural visitors I8 expected. The en-
tire pension bureay building has been
placed in the handg of of the Inaugu-
ral ball committee.and this afterhoon
the work of decorating Is alrendy

under way.

LAYING TRACK TO CONDON.

New Railroad Nearing Completion—
Will Cause Land Development.

Arlington, Ore, Feb. 25.—Work on
the Condon roud Is mearing complation.
Trackiaying wes commenced this week
and In a few days several additional
créews are (o be put on at this work. to
hasten construction as rapldly as pos-
nible. Bince beginning of operations

almost 50 per cent In the territory to .
be reached. Completion of the rall- '
road and opening of the Columbla wil
make Gilllam one of the best countles
hmm A,

rests of persons belleved to kifiow
something of the plot have been made,
but only against the assassin s there
any really tangible evldence.

Ban Francisco, Feb, 26.—James H.
Buchanan, aged 45 years, met his
death by falling from the second story:
window of his lodging house to the
sidewalk, a distance of 40 feet. His
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PERRLs
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House Divides its Time Between Log-
islation and Patrigtic Exorcises—
Appropriation Bill Considered |
But No Action Taken.

\f

Washington, Feb. 25.—The house to-
day dlvided its time between legisin-
tl?n and patriotic exercises. An hour
and a half was spent in passing minor
bills and about the same time devoted’ °
to consideration of the sundry civil,
appropriationn.. bill, without reaching
any cenclusion. Legislation then gave,
way fo speechdés in which severall
members participated in honoring the
memory of Houston and Austin when .
the marble statutes of each, which had,
been placed In statuary hall by the
state of Texas, were formally accepted.
The house will meet tomorrow to hon-)
or the late Representative Croft of
South Carolina. 5

The senats today heard consliding
arguments of both sides In the Swayns
impeachment case. Ex-Senator Thurs-
ton spoke for Swayne. After a dis-,
cussion of abont two hours in secret
sesulon, an order was made for a vote
Monday morning at 10 e'clock. Voting,
will be on the articles separntely and.
continue until all are passed upon,

The senate at last granted the re<
quest of the hoyes for 4 conference on)
the statehood Bill and alwo: conferees
on the Panama canal zone governmenl
bill. The navanl appropriation bill was
consldered In part. Hale and Gorman.
both condemned the rapld Increase In
the navy.

Gorky Not Released, ;
8t, Petersburg, Feb. 34,—The réport«
od release of Maxim Gorky was pré
mature, but It Is expected that bhe will
be set at liberty In & day of two
in suffering from the effecis of con-
finement, and authorities regard the
case against him not sufficlently strong

lnst October land values have advanced

to demand uhntjutnlhhmﬂ_"‘:i ts
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